
STATE AND FEDERAL JUDICIAL AND EXECUTIVE CAPITAL REVIEW PROCESS 
 

 
EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY 

 
 

 
 
 
 

9 Step State and Federal Judicial Review Process 
 

 
FEDERAL COURT - Post Conviction 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STATE COURT -  POST-CONVICTION 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

STATE COURT - Direct Appeal 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Murder Plus Statutory Aggravating Factor 

GOVERNOR

9) Certiorari - United States Supreme Court 
 
8) Appeal - 6th Circuit Court of Appeals 
 
7) Habeas - Federal District Court 

6) Certiorari - United States Supreme Court 
 
5) Appeal - Kentucky Supreme Court 
 
4) RCr 11.42 - Circuit Court

3) Certiorari - United States Supreme Court 
 
2) Appeal - Kentucky Supreme Court 
 
1) Trial - Circuit Court 


